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The Cleveland Metropolitan School District (inclusive of both district schools and
partnered/sponsored charters) achieved an overall rating of 2.5 stars for the 2024-2025 SY. 11
schools achieved individual ratings of 4 stars or higher and another 28 schools met state standards
with a rating of 3 or 3.5 stars. These aggregate ratings show signs of backwards movement
compared to the 2023-2024 SY. There are specific areas in which the district must focus
improvements, while maintaining continued progress in other areas.

The district again achieved strong marks in both Progress (4 stars) and Gap Closing (3 stars).
Overall district achievement (2 stars), early literacy, graduation rates, and college, career,
workforce & military readiness (1 start each) remain below state standards. While achievement
held at 2 stars, we saw positive gains in proficiency across all aggregate tested subjects. Math
performance was much stronger than ELA, which barely increased compared to last year. Access
to a high-quality school remains unevenly distributed among our subgroups of students. Our Black
non-Hispanic students, students with disabilities, and English language learners are all more likely
to attend a school that is rated below 3 stars. The district also saw chronic absenteeism worsen
this school year moving to 55.7% of all students missing 10% of days. This is a critical metric that
the district must urgently address.

The Cleveland Plan calls for a supportive central office that transfers resources to schools along
with investments in early childhood and college and career readiness. In the 2024-2025 SY,
principals controlled a greater percentage of the overall district budget compared to the last few
years, although a percentage more in line with pre-pandemic rates. This is due to the end of ESSER
dollars which were being used to cover many costs. The percentage of school budgets controlled
by principals decreased, primarily due to an increase in special education classrooms that are
centrally managed and funded.

CMSD prekindergarten enrollment dropped by 61 students. We remain below the previous high of
2,000 students enrolled. This trend likely connected to larger city and county trends pointing to
lower birth rates and smaller incoming cohorts of students. At the opposite end of the spectrum,
with college and career readiness, more work needs to be done. SAT/ACT remediation free rates
continue to hold at 4% for the 2025 graduation cohort but an increased percentage of students
attempted the tests. The College, Career, Workforce, and Military Readiness was included on this
report card and a clear area where the district must improve. Our performance (35.7%) is low both
compared to the state and the lowest among all the 8 urban Ohio districts.

The CMSD Board of Education has instituted a new set of goals and guardrails to guide the district’s
focus. These goals (improving early literacy, Algebra 1 proficiency, and college readiness) all align
directly with the state report card and state expectations. The district will be monitoring these goals
at aregular cadence, to better assess what is and is not working over the course of the coming
school year.



Metrics

1) Increase the number of high performing schools and decrease the number of failing schools

{ i itudinally f t L Plan), as reported by the Cleveland

Transformation Alliance.
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2) Increase the district’s one year value-add measure (metrics reported longitudinally for each year
e Cl lan.

2021-2022 SY 2022-2023 SY 2023-2024 SY 2024-2025 SY
Subject Growth Index Growth Index Growth Index Growth Index
(Effect Size) (Effect Size) (Effect Size) (Effect Size)

English Language
Arts
Mathematics D (0.10 80 (0.04 9.89 (0.08 g 0.16
Science . -10.21(-0.14) 8.06 (-0
ELA I 4 0.10 0 j
Algebral ; ).85 (-0.02 ‘ 4.48 (0.34
Geometry ).5 1.98 s 01 (0.49 5 v
Overall /7 All
subjects

Evidence the district met student growth expectations.
Significant evidence the dlstrlct fell short of student growth expectatlons
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3) Focus the district’s central office on key support and governance roles and transfer resources to
schools.

School | % of Total District Budget Controlled by | % of Total School Budget Controlled by
Year Principals Principals

2013 14.0% 1.8%

2014 44.0% 70.0%
2015 48.0% 73.0%
2016 48.0% 73.0%
2017 49.6% 71.0%
2018 50.3% 73.0%
2019 50.8% 73.4%
2020 51.0% 73.0%
2021 54.3% 74.8%
2022 45.0% 90.0%
2023 46.0% 89.0%
2024 44.0% 89.0%
2025 51.0% 77.0%




4) Invest and phase in high-leverage system reforms across all schools from preschool to college

and career (metrics reported longitudinally for each year of the Cleveland Plan).

CMSD Pre-K enrollment, by school year
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