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ATTORNEY GENERAL 

Special prosecutor for correctional institution offenses 

▪ Allows the Attorney General to appoint a special prosecutor for the prosecution of 
offenses perpetrated in facilities operated by the Department of Rehabilitation and 
Correction. 

Peace officer refresher training 

▪ Prevents the expiration of peace officer certification due to a lapse in employment and 
specifies the training required upon reinstatement after a lapse. 

Age verification – obscenity or matter harmful to juveniles 

▪ Requires an organization that sells, delivers, furnishes, disseminates, provides, exhibits, 
or presents any material or performance that is obscene or harmful to juveniles to verify 
that any person attempting to access or creating an account or subscription to access 
those materials to juveniles is 18 or older through reasonable age verification methods. 

▪ Requires an organization that sells, delivers, furnishes, disseminates, provides, exhibits, 
or presents any material or performance that is obscene or harmful to juveniles and that 
uses age verification to delete identifying information of any person attempting to access 
or creating an account or subscription to access those materials or performances after 
age verification is completed. 

▪ Exempts persons employed by newspapers, magazines, television stations, or similar 
media and certain service providers disseminating information for the general public from 
fulfilling the age verification requirement. 

▪ Allows the Attorney General to bring a cause of action against an organization that fails 
to verify the age of the minor that accessed the materials that were harmful to juveniles 
on the internet. 

 

Special prosecutor for correctional institution offenses 

(R.C. 109.39) 

The bill allows the Attorney General to appoint a special prosecutor to prosecute offenses 
committed in facilities operated by the Department of Rehabilitation and Correction. The bill 
allows this special prosecutor to proceed with the prosecution of the violation with all rights, 
privileges, and powers conferred by law on a prosecuting attorney, including the power to appear 
before a grand jury and to interrogate witnesses before a grand jury. 

Peace officer refresher training 

(R.C. 109.73 and 109.77) 

The bill prevents a certificate awarded by the Executive Director of the Peace Officer 
Training Commission attesting to a person’s satisfactory completion of an approved peace officer 
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basic training program from expiring because of a lapse in employment as a peace officer. 
Instead, a certificated peace officer who has not been employed as a peace officer for at least 
one year must complete refresher training of the following durations, prior to reappointment as 
a peace officer: 

▪ If the period of lapse was at least one year, but less than four years, up to 40 hours. 

▪ If the period of lapse was four years or longer, 80 hours. 

Under continuing law, a certificate awarded by the Executive Director attesting to a 
person’s satisfactory completion of an approved peace officer basic training program is required 
for appointment as a peace officer or law enforcement officer. 

Age verification – obscenity or matter harmful to juveniles 

Requirements 

(R.C. 1349.10) 

The bill requires an organization that sells, delivers, furnishes, disseminates, provides, 
exhibits, or presents any material or performance that is obscene or harmful to juveniles on the 
internet to do all of the following: 

▪ Verify that any person attempting to access the material or performance is age 18 or older 
through reasonable age verification methods; 

▪ Verify that any person creating an account or subscription to access any material or 
performance that is obscene or harmful to juveniles is age 18 or older through reasonable 
age verification methods. The organization must reverify the age of the person every two 
years after the completion of age verification. 

▪ Utilize a geofence system maintained and monitored by a licensed location-based 
technology provider to dynamically monitor the geolocation of persons attempting to 
access or creating an account or subscription to access the material or performance that 
is obscene or harmful to juveniles.  

 The location-based technology provider must perform a geolocation check to 
dynamically monitor the person attempting to access or creating an account or 
subscription to access the material or performance that is obscene or harmful to 
juveniles and the person’s location. 

 If the location-based technology provider determines that a person is in Ohio, the 
organization must block that person until that person’s age has been verified using 
reasonable age verification methods. 

▪ Implement a notification mechanism to alert persons attempting to access or creating an 
account or subscription to access the material or performance of a geolocation failure 
check. 

The bill also requires an organization that sells, delivers, furnishes, disseminates, 
provides, exhibits, or presents any material or performance that is obscene or harmful to 
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juveniles on the internet and verifies the age of the person creating an account or subscription 
to access the material or performance that is obscene or harmful to juveniles on the internet to 
do the following: 

▪ Immediately delete all information gathered for the purpose of age verification after the 
age verification is completed, except the information maintained for account and 
subscription access and for billing purposes. 

▪ Upon the request of the account holder or subscriber, immediately delete the data 
maintained for user access to the account or subscription and for billing purposes. 

▪ Develop and maintain a data privacy policy compliant with federal and Ohio law and 
maintain data in a manner that is reasonably secure. 

On the expiration of two years after the creation of the account or subscription, the 
organization must immediately delete all information relative to the creation of the user’s 
account or subscription and any information maintained for billing purposes, unless the account 
holder or subscriber renews the account or subscription. 

An organization that sells, delivers, furnishes, disseminates, provides, exhibits, or 
presents any material or performance that is obscene or harmful to juveniles on the internet and 
verifies the age of the person attempting to access the material or performance that is obscene 
or harmful to juveniles on the internet must do both of the following: 

▪ Immediately delete all information gathered for the purpose of age verification after age 
verification is completed; 

▪ Develop and maintain a data privacy policy compliant with federal and Ohio law and 
maintain data in a manner that is reasonably secure. 

The bill requires the organization to immediately delete any identifying information, 
except the information required for the purpose of granting a person access to the account or 
subscription and for billing the account or subscription, that is used for age verification of the 
person attempting to access or creating an account or subscription to access any material or 
performance on the internet that is obscene or harmful to juveniles after age verification is 
completed. The organization must not transfer any information collected, except for the purpose 
of age verification. Any party who receives transferred information for age verification purposes 
must immediately delete all information gathered for the purpose of age verification after age 
verification is completed. 

Exemptions 

The bill provides exemptions for certain persons and providers. The requirements 
described above do not apply to the following persons or entities: 

▪ A person who, while employed or contracted by a newspaper, magazine, press 
association, news agency, news wire service, radio or television station, or similar media, 
is gathering, processing, transmitting, compiling, editing, or disseminating information for 
the general public; 
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▪ Providers of an interactive computer service; 

▪ A mobile service; 

▪ An internet provider; 

▪ A cable service provider; 

▪ A direct-to-home satellite service; 

▪ A video service provider; 

▪ A cloud service provider. 

Attorney General enforcement action 

(R.C. 1349.101) 

The bill allows the Attorney General to bring a civil action against an organization that 
sells, delivers, furnishes, disseminates, provides, exhibits, or presents any material or 
performance that is obscene or harmful to juveniles on the internet that fails to comply with the 
requirements described above and because of that failure, a minor gains access to the material 
or performance. Before initiating the action, the Attorney General must provide written notice 
to the organization identifying and explaining the basis for each instance of the alleged violation. 

The Attorney General cannot commence an enforcement action if the organization, 
within 45 days after notice of the alleged violation is sent, does both of the following unless 
otherwise provided in the requirements above:  

▪ Cures all violations described in the notice; 

▪ Provides the Attorney General with a written statement indicating that the violations are 
cured and agreeing to refrain from further noncompliance of the requirements. 

If the organization does not timely respond or continues to fail to comply with the 
requirements described above after receiving the notice, the Attorney General may initiate the 
enforcement action and seek injunctive relief. 

If the organization fails to timely comply with all of the requirements described in the 
notice or commits subsequent violations of the same type after curing the initial violation under 
that division, the Attorney General can commence an enforcement action. Notwithstanding the 
information retention requirements, if an organization commits a subsequent violation of the 
same type after reporting that the initial violation is cured, the Attorney General may bring a civil 
action at any time after sending notice of the violation. The provisions described above cannot 
be construed to provide a private right of action. The Attorney General has the exclusive authority 
to enforce the age verification requirements within the bill.  


